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BLAME HIGH FINANCE

Investors Say Mobhile Line’s Ac-
counts Were Doctored.

A COMPLICATED SITUATION

Fear of Second Mortgage Caunsed Peti-
tion for Receiver.

MANY BONDS SOLD ABROAD

Over Half the Total of $8,000,000
Floated in London as Prime
American Securitics.

NEW YORK, December 20.—The intrica-
cies in the affairs of the Moblle, Jackson
and Kansas ity rallroad, which was
placed in the hands of receivers on Wed-

nesday, were far from being cleared up
yesterdiy, There appeared, as the af-
fairs of the company were inquired into,

many wheels within wheels, the exact re-
lations of one to another being difficult to
determine. The Interest In the annual re-
port of the road aroused the previous day
by the discovery In it of one of the most ex-
traordinary Income accounts ever published
by any corporation was helghtened yester-
day by the further revelation that appar-
ently the report In presenting the income
account of the whole road gave the earn-
Ings of both divisions while deducting the
fixed charges of only one-half of tue -rop-
erty.

The interest of the banking community in
the receivership was increased by the fact
which was brought out yesterday that no
less than $4,300,000 of the bonds of the
road out of a tota] of $8,000,000 hau been
floated In London and Parls as a prime
American security. These forelgn sales of
the bonds were arranged for the most part
through theé French Finance Corporation,
which was organized some years ago for
the purpose of Introducing American secur-
ities to the French market. Prince A.
Pounlatowski Is the president and one of the
directors of this company, and the other
two directors are ., K. Beekman and S. S.
Menken, The last two are law partners of
ex-District Attorney Philbin In the firm of

Philbln, Beekman & Menken, The only re-
lation of the French Finance Corporation
to the road now in the hands of recelvers
wis sald to be that of bankerg who acted
in the sale of the bonds abroad.
The Floating Indebtedness.

It was reported vesterday that the float-

ing indebtedness of the Mobile, Jackson

and Kansas City, which is estimated at $1,-
250,004, is held by many banks, either on
direct notes of the railroad company or on
notes of the Alabama Securitles Company,
the construction company which built the
road.

The fact that three of the directors of the
Oriental Bank are directors in the railroad
brought out iIntimations that the bank was
ni some way concerned with the affaisr of
the road. This was formally denled by R.
W. Jones, jr., president of the bank. Mr.
Jones said that the bank was not involved
in any way whatsoever by the recelvership
of the road, and that his and the connec-
tion of other directors of the bank with the
raflroad was due to the fact that Alexander
MeDonald, one of the vank's directors, was
the chlef stockholder tn the railrosd, He
explained that It was at Mr. McDonald's
request that he and Charles E. Levey had
become directors  of the railroad. Mr.
Jones said that he had now only a nominal

interest in the railroad property, that he
had had a larger interest formerly, but that
he had sold out about & year ago.

It developed yesterday that the committee
headed | Ambrose Monell, In whose behalf
the proceedings for the recelvership were
Instituted, had for a long time been work-
Ing for a reorganization of the property,
and that on one preyvious occasion papers
for the appointment of a4 receiver had been

up. Thi=s step was postponed, a rep-

f the plaintiffs sald yesterday,

direct result of assurances from the
nent of the rallroad that the work
1 ing the road in proper financial and
phivsical condition would be hastened.
The Receivership Proceedings.
The present receivership proceedings were
resorted to s sald, when it became evi-
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dent to the plaintiffs that this object was
not being accomplished, and that Instead it
was planned by the road’s management to
place a second mortgage on the property
largely, the plaintiffs aver, for the purpose
of funding the floating debt of the road,
much of which, it is alleged, had been im-
properly admitted by the railroad as due to
the construction company, which was under
the same management as the rallroad.

Mr. MecDonald, who !s reputed to be
worth seven or eight milllons, is the chief
monied interest in the present management.
He, it is said, along with W. D. Stratton
and E. K. Stallo, controlled not only the
Mobile, Jackson and Kansas City, but the
Chicago and Gulf railway, as well as the
construction company, the Alabama Se-
curities Company. At the same time they
controlled the underwriting syndicate which
undertook to float $2,500,000 out of the $4,-
000,000 issue of the Chicago and Gulf rail-
way, which is leased to and whose bonds
are guaranteed by the Mobile road. This
underwriting syndicate was composed
largely of Pittsburg capitallsts, ineluding
Mr. Monell and Mr. Morrison, two of the
members of the commitiee through whom
the re-eivershlp proceedings were insti-
tuted.

This committee, the other member of
which is John MeCloud, was appointed in
March of last year, and the troubles be-
tween the Plttsburg interests in the prop-
erty and the management of the road date
back at least to that time. The manage-

ment refused, It is asserted, several re-
quests to allow independent auditors to
examine the books of the road, and the

Pittsburg men, it is declared, after putting
their money into the enterprise were kept
in the dark regarding the manner in which
their money had been expended.

The assertion of the Pittsburg committee
that they were acting all along in good
faith, with the ohject of rehabilitating the
property, is denled by President Robinson,
who says that the present receivership pro-
ceedings are part of an effort to wreck the
road. The road is already wrecked, the
plaintiffs contend, in the sense that it is
insolvent. ==

NEW JAPANESE CONSUL.

Chozo Koike, Now in London, to Suc-
ceed Sadadzucki at New York.

NEW YORK, December 20.—According to
a telegram recelved yesterday by Mr. M.
Nagail, acting consul general of Japan In
New York, Mr. Chozo Koike, the second
gsecretary of the Japanese embassy In Lon-
don, who has been decorated by the mikado,
has been appolnted consul general to New
York to succeed Mr, Sadadzucki, who is
now in Japan on leave of absence. Just
when the new consul general will be here
{s not yet known, but he is expected early
next year.

Mr. Kolke has been in the diplomatle
gervice of the Japanese government for a
number of years, He was a secretary of
the Japanese legation in London when Mr.
Jakaaki Kato was the Japanese minister
te England. Mianister Kato having been
recalled, Secretary Koike- returned with
him to Japan. Later he was made the sec-
ond secretary at the Japanese legation in
FPeking, China, under Minister Kosal Uchlda.
This fall when the Japanese ambassador to
London, Baron Jutaro Komura, recelved
the appointment to his present post, Mr.
Koike accompanied him to London to serve
as second secretary.

Consul General Kolke is a graduate of
the law school ef the Imperial University
of Tokio. He is a comparatively young
man, being about thirty years of age. Yet,
in spite of his youth, he is, according to
the New York Japanese Weekly Times, a
man of remarkable diplomatic talent.

MRS. HAU SEEEKS DOWRY.

Lawyers Umnable to Trace Money
Given to Alleged Murderer.
LONDON, December 20.—Karl Hau of
the George Washington University, Wash-
Ington, D. C., who has bheen extradited to
Germany on the charge of murdering his
mother-in-law, Frau Molitor, at Baden
Baden on November 5§, has been an inmate
‘of the infirmary at Brixton prison since his
committal for extradition, but his condi-
tlon does not cause alarm and the doctors
believe he will be able to leave for Ger-

many on January 5. He will be accom-
panied by two Scotland Yard men. This
unusua 1! precaution is taken to guard

against the possibllity of his committing

suicide,
Letters have hbheen received here from
Mrs. Hau, who rejoined relatives at

Baden Baden soon after the arrest of her
husband in London, asking that an inquiry
be made of her husband as to what he has
done with $530,000, being her dowry from
her father's estate, which she gave Into
the keeping of her husband. The sollei-
tors have been unable to trace this money.
Herr Molitor, Mrs. Hau's fatjer, left
£125.000, besides considerable realty, to his
widow and chlildren, and the greater part
of this estate would be inherited by Mrs.
Hau upon the death of her mother,

Jindles and Morals.

By LYMAN F. GEORGE

(Copyright,
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If you'd know how to excel,

In society you should dwell;

If vou'd learn how to be good,
B You must dwell in solitude.
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Ia Jeaplag a brook they slipped and fel;
Papa arrived, on hearing the yell

X
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“They that take too great a jump,

Fall in the ditch and get a bump.”
“Tho' nimble thought may leap a brook,
Befoee you spring, best take a look.”

L

#The joys of solitude are chil,”

‘Replied our hero, Proverb Phil.

“Not twice goes the fox into the same trag
Thus men should peofit by every mishap”

MAY SUE THE ST, PAUL

The Protests Against Stock
Sale Plan Unheeded.

PLEA OF EXCHANGE VAIN

There is Talk of Throwing St. Paul
Stock Off.

AFFAIRS ARE BADLY MUDDLED

Present Plan Said to Work to the
Detriment of the Small
Stockholders.

NEW YORK, December 20.—Protests by
individual stockholders and those by the
stock exchange authorities against the re-
fusal of the Chicago, Milwaukee and St
Paul management to issue warrants for
fractional shares of the new stock being put
out by that road went undeeded by the
officials of the road again yesterday.

Announcement was made late in the day
that the stock exchange house of White
& Blackwell had decided to call for co-
operation among the holders of St. Paul
stock to enforce their right to obtain from
the road the full amount of the new stock
to which they may be entitled. A similar
call was issued by Throckmorton, Read
& Co. It is expected that if the St. Paul
officials continue in their refusal to give
each holder of the stock the actual amount
of stock to which he may be entitled a test
suit will be brought to force a change in
the plan of issuing the stock.

The officials of the stock exchange were
in conference with the officers of the St.
Paul yesterday trying to induce the rail-
road to do as other corporations have been
in the habit of doing in the matter of allot-
ting new stock to their stockholders, but
the requests of the stock exchange were
refused point blank. No little dissatisfaction
is felt in the financial district over the arbi-
trary manner in which the St. Paul man-
agement has been treating the protests. It
18 thought in many quarters that the action
of the St. Paul management in the matter
of this new stock issue would fully justify
the stock exchange in throwing the stock
of the road off the exchange. Many of
those aggrieved by the course that the St.
Paul has pursued would be glad of such an
outcome.

The Exchange’s Action.

In face of the refusal of the St. Paul
road to do anything to meet the demands
of the holders of odd lots of the stock, the
stock exchange did what it could to pre-
vent the course of the St. Paul management
working an injustice to those who might
buy rights to subscribe to the new stock.
With this ©object the following ruling was
made by the exchange:

The basis of settlement of contracts in
odd lots of St. Paul warrants of rights to
subscribe to new stock shall be the basis
established by the company.

The buyer shall pay only for such sub-
scription privilege as is designated in each
odd lot warrant.

Differences shall be adjusted on the basis
of 150 for the preferred stock and 140 for
the common stock,

This was supplemented by the following
explanation of the working of the arrange-
ment:

The rights on 100 shares of stock at 35
would be worth 3,500, The rights on ten
ghares should be worth one-tenth of $,500,
or 50,

But on account of losz of privilege to
get half a share new common stock on a
ten-share right, =uch ten-share right is
worth $350 less the difference between the
gubscription price of par and 140 per cent
at which the half share might be sold.

If you could subscribe for half a share
new common at par it would cost you $50.
And vou would get for the same if sold at
140, $70—a difference of 320.

As this $20 is lost by reason of not be-
ing able to subscribe for half a share, the
price of the right on a ten-share lot at 35
is 3450 less $20.

The lpss of the privilege to get half a
share of new preferred requires a redue-
tion of 325. Loss of one-quarter or other

fractions to be figured proportionately.
Police at St. Paul Offices.

The 8t. Paul offices were crowded yes-
terday with messengers and representa-
tives of banking and brokerage houses act-
ing for stockholders of the road. Owing
to the lack of dispatch In Issuing the war-
rants for the new stock the crowd was so
large during a portlon of the day that a
policeman was called In to Keep the wait-
ing messengers in line.

It was said late in the day by one of
those who participated in the conferences
between the St. Paul people and the stock
exchange authorities that the 8t. Paul,
in trying to save work by refusing to issue
warrants for fractional shares, had so mud-
dled matters that it was difficult to see
just how the matter would ever be cleared
up. What the stock exchange wanted the
road to do was to buy or sell, as the case

might be, the fractional lots of stock to
which a stockholder might be entitled.
This is the manner in which thils wvery

question of enqual apportionment of stock
among holders of odd lots has been ad-
justed for vears, and the street is at a loss
to understand the attitude of the St. Paul
road in neglecting to make such provision
in the first plage and then in refusing tg
change Its ‘plan though repeatedly urged
by the stock exchange to do so.

How the Holder Loses.

Just how the company’s plan works to
the detriment of a small stockholder can
be made clear by this illustration: The
offer of new stock amounted to one-half
of the present stock in new preferred and
one-quarter in new common. A holder of,

gay, T shares is entitled therefore to 3%

Fshares of new preferred and 13, shares of

new common. On this T7-share lot the
company will only issue 3 shares of pre-
ferred and 1 share of common. The holder
of 7 shares loses half a share of pre-
ferred, worth in the market about $80,
and three-quarters of a share of com-
mon, worth $112, a total loss of $192 on a
7-share lot of St, Paul.

As there are many small holders, the
total lost by the shareholders through the
attitude of the St. Paul management
reaches a large sum.

SIXTEEN DEAD; MANY HURT.

in Scotland Results in
Heavy Loss of Life.

DUNDEE, Scotland, December 29.—Six-
teen persons have been kllled and more
than thirty injured in a raflfoad colllsion
caused indirectly by the great storm. The
accident occurred near Arbroath, on the
North British railroad, between Edinburgh
and Aberdeen, and some distance north of
here. Among the persons injured is Alex-
ander Willlam Black, member of the house
of commons from Banffshire, Scotland.

The accident Is attributed to the heavy
fall of snow, which caysed trains from

London and Aberdeen to be held up at
Arbroath. In the afternoon, however, the
line was cleared, and one train proce

for Dundee. It had stopped at Elliot Junc-
tlon, and the danger signals were thought

Collision

to have been set. They falled to act, how-
ever, through being clogged up with snow
or from some other cause, not yet ascer-
tained, and an express train dashed into
the rear of the waiting train.

Mr. Black had botn legs broken, A num-
ber of others were seriously injured, and
it is feared that some of them will die.
Everything possible is being done to succor

.the wounded, but it is difficult to render

assistance.

Telegraph communication between here
and Arbroath Is unsatisfactory, because
of the weather conditions, and details of
the accident are coming through slowly.

It is recalled that the Arbroath accident
occurred on the anniversary of Scotland's
worst railroad wreck, at the Tay bridge,
in 1879, and within twenty miles of the
scene of the former accident. In the wreck
of twenty-seven years ago the bridge col-
lapsed and precipitated a train with over
seventy people into the river. No one
escaped,

MADE GRAVE TOO SMALL.

Sexton Makes Mistake When Work-
ing for Himself.

LEBANON, Pa., December 29.—Although
the late Benjamin Bleistein of this city
dug an almost countless number of graves
during the many years in which he fol-
lowed the business here, he never made a
more serious blunder than in preparing
his own.

His body was interred this morning in a
grave made by his own hands, according
to his own ideas, on the BEleistein plot in
the Moravian cemetery, Hebron. Bleistein
completed his grave some months ago.

He selected a narrow strip of ground be-
tween two other occupied graves on the
plot and lined it out in ecement. When
the undertaker took measurements of the
corpse and grave he was confronted with
Bleistein's error. The measurements dis-
closed the grave to be scarcely large
enough to permit of the body being low-
ered into it,

Therefore, the coffin had to be specially
made and the customary rough box dis-
pensed with. Bleistein had taken a true
measurement of his own body in digging
the grave, allowing nothing for coffin and
rough box.

NAVAL ACADEMY WORE.

New Administration Building Near-
ing Completion.
Speclal Dispatch to The Star.

ANNAPOLIS, December 29.—The Admin-
istration bullding at the Naval Academy is
practically completed and the work of
moving into it will be begun in a few
weeke, The offices have been temporarily
located In the old Seamanship bullding,
which will shortly be torn down.

The new building will contaln a suite of
offices for the superintendent, his ald and
the clerical force, offices for the superin-
tendent of grounds and buildings, a room
for the meetings of the academie board
and a special room for courts-martial,
something which has not existed at the
Academy previously. The Academy print-
ing office will be in the basement. The
bullding is situated fronting on what has
heen known as Blake row and is near the
new chapel, It is very convenient to the
main gate, which opens into Maryland
avenue, Annapolis.

The work planned for the winter will
consist of gthe tearing down of old and
temporary buildings and grading and pav-
ing to adapt the grounds to the new
groups of buildings. This will be carrled
on whenever the weather permits and the
Academy is likely to presant a very differ-
ent appearance with the opening of spring.
The large frame building which is almost
directly in the center of the Academy
grounds, and which has been used as mid-
shipmen's quarters and recitation hall, is
now almost completely demolished. Its re-
moval will open up a large section of the
Academy campus and greatly improve the
appearance of the grounds.

The exterior of the chapel, the archi-
tectural erown, of the whole group of
buildings has been completed and the scaf-
folding removed, but much work remains
to be done In the interior. The whole In-
terior of the chapel is plastered with caen
stone.

TALEKED WITH WHISKY MEN.

Secretary Wilson and Dr. Wiley In-
spect Distilleries.

BALTIMORE, December 20.—Secretary of
Agriculture Wilson, Dr. H. W. Wiley, chief
of the bureau of chemistry of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, and Mr. George I". Me-
Cabe, law officer of the department, made a
short visit yesterday to inspect the Balti-
more distillerles. «

While here in the home of famous Balti-
more rye they wislted the Montlecello dis-
tillery, on Holliday street; the Federal dis-
tillery, at Colgate, Baltimore county, and
the warehouses of William Lanahan &
Sons, Light street near German,

The wisit was made in order that Secre-
tary Wilson could see how whisky is made
in Baltimore and what regulations of the
pure food law, which becomes operative
January 1, can best be made. - The Secre-
tary desires to know the exact conditions
of the manufacture of articles coming with-
in the scope of the law before regulating
them and fixing labels,

The visitors arrived at union station in
the forencon, and entering a carriage drove
to the Monticello distillery. Mr. Jacob B.
Cahn, president of the company, who had
been apprised of their coming, met the Sec-
retary and his associates in the office.

Col, William A. Boykin of Ulman, Boy-
kin & (Co., and president of the Distillers
and Wholesale Liquor Dealers’ Association,
was present, and accompanied them on their
tour of the establishment.

Everything was Inspected and the Secre-
tary was given ample opportunity to learn
how whigky is made. The Inspection began
with the grain. Then followed the fermen-
tation house, still house and so on, untll
Mr. Wilson had seen Monticello whisky
from the time the grain entered tlie fer-
TP{?tulion vats until it is finished and bot-
tled.

After everything had been seen, Mr. Cahn
and Col. Boykin took the visitors te the
Lanahan warehouses, on Light street,
There Mr., Samuel J. Lanahan, senfor mem-
ber of the firm, met them and showed them
how Hunter whisky is blended. The Secre-
tary, Dr. Wiley and Mr. McCabe carefully
noted the process. They were then taken
to luncheon at the Merchants’ Club by Mr.
Cahn, after which Mr. Lanahan siarted
with them to the Federal distillery, at Col-
gate station. They went on one of the
Sparrows Point trains,

The walk from the railroad station to the
distillery led through =ome thick mud, of
that yellow, tenaclous-clinging variety pe-
culiar to the environs of Hhighlandtown.
The Washington visitors took plenty of it
home with them.

Mr. Otto Luyties, manager of the Federal
plant, showed the party everything about
the establishment. First the gin house,
where the gin produced by the company is
made, was visited and next the rye whisky
plant. There, too, they observeX the whisky
in all stages of manufacture.

The visitors returned to Washington in
the afternoon, taking a train from. union
station.

Died to Save.Child.

LEBANON, Pa., December 20.—Joseph
Finger, driver of hook and ladder truck
No. 20, who was thrown from the truck on
Monday afternoon while returning frem a
fire, was buried from his late residence,
in Richardson avenue, vesterday.

While Finger was driving from the fire a
child crossed the street ahead of the truck.
To avoid running it down Finger drew the
horses sharply to one side. As they swerved
the wheel struck the curb and Finger was
thrown to the pavement. He died in Leba-
non Hospital

DETERMINED TO HIGHT

House of Commons to Measure
Strength With Lords.

A STRUGGLE IMPENDING

Rejection of Amendments to Educa-
tion Bill First Step.

LONDON NEWS AND GOSSIP

Christmas Celebrations at Sandring-
ham and Potsdam—Changes at

the Austrian Court.

Special Correspondence of The Star.
LONDON, December 15, 1906.

The liberal government is aboul to en-
gage in a battle with the house of lords,
the equal of which has not been seen since
the reform bill was passed in 1532. They
have thrown the education bill back at the
hereditary legislators with their amend-
ments refused. The government has taken
a bold and courageous course in dealing
with the lords' amendment and their action

meets with the unanimous support of their |-

party. Never before has the upper house
been met in So resolute and determined a
spirit. The day when the lords can recast
and transform a measure sent up to them
by an enormous majority of the commons
has passed, and the action of the lower
house in returning them all their amend-
ments unconsidered will bring thi's fact
home to their minds.

The course taken by the government is
a very important precedent. Indeed, it is
more of value a8 a precedent than it is
merely with reference to the education
bill. The cabinet has, no doubt, fully
weighed not only the immediate but the
more remote results of its action. The de-
cision to return the education bill to the
upper house with the amendments made
on it unconsidered is the first step in the
struggle with that assembly. It is this
which gives the action of the government
gpecial importance, They are establishing
a new but very important precedent, and it
is certam that the education bill is only
the first of a line of bills that will be re-
turned to the upper house with an intima-
tion that these amendments cannot be con-
sidered, on the ground that they have so
entirely altered them as to make them en-
tirely different bills,

A compromise may be made, some san-
guine members expect it, but it is more
likely that the stiff-necked peers and
bishops of the *gilded chamber'” will ac-
cept the gauge of battle with the commons.
The bill will then be dropped and another
brought In whose clauses will be even
more drastic than the present measure.

Many of the concessions to the Chureh
of England contained In the present bill
will be wholly lacking from the next one.
1f this should be rejected by the lords, the
government will Immediately appeal to
the country and {f returned with a big
majority, which is most likely, as the
parsons and lords are not too well loved,
a new education measure would entirely
alter the existing condition of things and
reforms in the house of lords would also
be promoted. So the peers stand in danger
of losing many of their hereditary privi-
leges by their present attitude. It is be-
lieved that the king sides with commons
and would swing his Influence to the popu-
lar side.

Chriptmas in England.

Everybody is hoping for a cold Christmas.
The country is fairly prosperous and the
season this year will be celebrated with
great heartiness and universality. Their
majesties’ Christmas dinner will be served
at Sandringham, their country house In
Norfolk, with most of the traditional Inci-
dents. The only members of the younger
generation who will be staying at the hall
during yuletide will be the children of the
Prince and Princess of Wales. The old
supremacy of the Windsor kitchen has been
impaired by the great alterations carried
out in the culinary department at Bucking-
ham Palace. Several items destined for
the royal table are being prepared, and a
box of biscuits and other bonbons will be
dispatched early next week to various parts
of Europe, including Madrid and Chris-
tiania. The traditional baron of beef will
be supplied from one of the cattle raised
at the king's Flemish farm, and there wia
be a choice variety of hothouse fruit from
the Frogmore gardens, which will be sent
down to Sandringham on Saturday week.

The shops are full or original toys this
year. There is a new series of wooden-
jointed toys, not aggressively grotesque,
that small children delight in, There are
horses and other animals with deliciously
humorous expressions, elowns and tumblers
and various circus performers, and they
can be made to stand or sit in almost any
position, and seem strong into the bargain.
I have never seen =0 many candidates for
the nursery stables, from a new kind of
hobby-horse on three wheels with a saddle
to skin-covered horses and donkeys on cas-
ters, all of which can be ridden by a child
without any grownup aid. Last year it was
all motor cars. Any little girl would re-
joice in the “little housewife” series, con-
sisting of separate outfits for cook, house-
maid, washerwoman, ete., in which all the
utensils, whether irons and washtubs, roll-
ingpins and flour bins, or brooms, cap and
apron, can actually be used., _

All Sorts of Toys.

Then there Is a miniature loom on which
real stuff can be woven, and a hammering
toy, with which, parents will be glad to
hear, a noiseless hammer can be provided.
It is impossible to describe the wvarious
sorts of table ericket and table foot bhall,
of which there are three or four new kinds
this year, but one is glad to see that the
imaginative side of the games has been
remembered In a new and clever form of
halma called “knight errant,” in whicu the
pleces are moved as in the knights’ moves
in chess, and In the “Forty Thieves' game,
said to be Invented by an Indlan prince.
The newest top is the parachute top, which
sets free seven parachute tops of different
colors when spinning and combines a toy
and a game. The nurséry army has been
reinforced by a mgst fascinating troop—
or should it be a cohort?—of early Roman
soldiers, and a game played with ordinary
leaden soldiers called "'turning tact.cs’ will
appeal to older boys. And the year is cer-
tainly notable for the advent of the Salva-
tion Army among toy soldien®™-jerseys and
hallelujah bonnets and all. But a boy
would be rather puzzled toknow if they are
fair targets for toy guns.

Christmas trees used all to come from
Norway and Germany, but England does
not now depend so much® on the foreign
markets for them as formerly. The Eng-
lish market gardeners annually Taise thou-
sands of young firs and these In a few
days' time will find their way to Covent
Garden, to be distributed thence far and
wide. In this case the indigenous growth
{8 able to drive the exotic product out of
the market, the freightage by rall and sea
being agalnst the foreign trees and in favor
of those ralsed in closer proximity to the
markets. Balesmen in Covent Garden are
depending exclusively on home growers
this year for Christmas trees, and to a
large extent also for evergreens, hundreds
of tons of which come to London from the
home counties. It 1s, however, dirferent
with mistletoe, the bulk of which comes
from Normanly and Brittany, though a fair
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TWO STORES
FOR RENT

WITH CELLAR,.

SEE ==

New modern office building now in course
If taken at once the first
floor can be made into one large store,
32x75 feet, giving two attractive show
windows and two entrances.

For particu-

ARMS & DRURY,

1311 G Street N. W,
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quantity of this yuletide parasite is still
grown in England. =

Christmas Trees at Potsdam.

One of the first dutles performed by the
kaiser on his return to Potsdam the other
day was to select the Christmas trees for
himself and his family. Accompanied by
his head gardener, he went to the fir plan-
tations in the Sans Souci Park and selected
nine young firs of the “silver’” order, which
are to be cut down a few days before
Christmas. Two trees of exactly similar
helght are for himself and the empress,
and seven others, varying in altitude, are
for his seven children, the smallest of all
being for his only daughter, the Princess
Victoria Louise. The trees are almost ab-
golutely symmretrical and the finest avalla-
ble specimens of their order.

On Christmas eve these trees will be set
up in the hall of shells of the huge palace
at Potsdam, and wlill be laden with colored
electric lamps. Under them will be placed
the tables bearing the presents. The
kalser's Christmas presents to the empress
this year consist of some pleces of old sil-
ver from the time of Frederick the Great.
For some days past the empress has been
busily engaged in shopping, buying pres-
ents for her children and friends.

For some years regular pantomime at
the West End theaters has been conlined
to Drury Lane. This year hesides the
regular show a return to the old Christmas
fare is to be made at Terry’'s Theater,
where “Little Red Riding Hood"” is to be
produced. Some twenty or thirty suburban
theaters produce pantomimes, and many
rely upon the Christmas bill of fare as
their financial mainstay. The experiment
at Terry's will be watched with great in-
terest, as it will help to solve the ques-
tlon as to whether there is or is not a de-
mand for old-style pantomime from other
than the denizens of suburbs. As a mat-
ter of fact no regret is more frequently
expressed by playgoers than at the disap-
pearance of pantomime and the burlesques
of our childhood from the Strand and its

vicinity.
In Striking Contrast.

It is curious to what an extent France
is a complete contrast to Germany. In no
point do they see eye to eye. A striking
example of this is seen in their altitude
toward capital punishment. France has
practically abolished {t, while Germany
maintains the good old medleval system
of the headsman with his block and ax.
Two days ago Hennla, the notorious mur-
derer, whose sensational escape from the
police gome eighteen months ago made him
a sort of German Jack Sheppard, was ex-
ecuted at Plotzensee prison. The ceremony
is just as it was In the middle ages. A
bench is erected, draped In black, on
which the judge who condemned the pris-
oner must sit. Alongside him sits the pub-
lic prosecutor, with the clerk of the court.
Opposite them are the block and heads-
man, the old-fashioned block of 300 years
ago, with the equally medieval ax.

When the prisoner is brought in the
straats anwalt, or public prosecutor, reads
the judgment condemning him to death,
plus the imperial decree refusing grace and
ordering the law to take its course. This
being done, the judge orders the execu-
tioner to carry out his dread functions,
and the prisoner I8 made to kneel down,
place his head on the block and It Is then
chopped off just as in the good oid days.

Some years ago the public executioner, a
man named Krantz, struck and killed one
of hsi alds In the course of some trivial
discussion. He was brought before the
assize courts, but the logical-minded Ger-
man jury declared that a man who had
been legally authorized to chop off the
heads of his fellow-men for a score of years
had inevitably so lost the respect for human
life that he could not be held responsible
for having caused the death of a fellow-
citizen, and he was acquitted.

Krantz went off to the Alte Jacob Strasse,
where he opened a beer shop. The prinei-
pal attractions there were the “*reichsteil,”
or ‘“imperial ax,” as he called It, with
which he had cut off the heads of over a
score of criminals (their names were all en-
graved on it), and a minlature scaffold with
a lot of dolls, representing an execution., The
police, to their credit, made short work of
his gruesome exhibition by shutting up the
establishment.

Austrian Court’s Changes.

The death of the Archduke Otto has
caused a number of changes at the Aus-
trian court. One of the chief of these Is
the retirement of his widow from the posi-
tion of first lady of the court. On the de-
gire of Emperor Franz Josef she will be
succeeded by hils nlece, the Archduchess
Maria Annunziata, stepsister- of Archduke
Franz Ferdinand. Up to the present she
has been the abbess of the Theresiania
Damen BStift at Hradschen, near Prague,
where she this year celebrated her thirtieth
birthday. She has been a member of the
stift for eleven years, since 1895. In 102,
at the moment of her engagement to the
Duke Slegfried of Bavarla, son of Prince
Theodore, the celebrated oculist, she left
the intsitution, but when, some weeks later,
the engagement, at her desire, was brbken
off, she returned to Prague.

The position of abbess which she occuples,
in spite of the golden crook, dating from the
fourteenth century; the wide-brimmed hat,
with its broad, gold band set with precious
stones; the ermine-irimmed mantle, the
sash of the order and the other insignla, is
not in any way a spiritual one, For in-
stance, a gala performance at the Imperial
Opera House, which she attends In full cos-
tume, forms the windup of the festivities
which characterize her induction., One of
the Archduchess Maria Annunzial s pred-
ecessors in office was the queen mother of

ain.

In addition to the abbess, the deaconess,
the under deaconesses and their assistants,
the stift counts thirty members. The chief
requisite for gl]emhersl::eip lfs to pr:;ve the
possession or the number of quarterings of
nobllity required by the deed of foundation
of the Empress Marla Theresa. The only
duty of the stift damer is to attend the
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See These Without Delay.

There'll Be No More Like
Them at So L.ow a I’rice.

o
9

Absgolutely the best houses ever offered
on Columbia Helghts under 6,500, Noth-
ing cheap but the price. The lmprove-
ments and advantages of a large house
installed in & woderate-sized residence,
for sale at a moderate price.

Every desirable festure prescnt; every
objectionable one eliminated.
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Have you geen them? They are on x

g 11TH ST., CORNER OF GIRARD (form-
2'& erly Princeton). |€
t Price, $5,350. %
% rice, 9 o
B 3,
Easy Terms. *
iy "=
e Note the detalls of constructlon: Foor :\:
%  rooms on first floor, focluding reception &8
?{S hall; three besutifol bed rooms, B
e bath rom; concreted cellar; s ;:‘g
-3 tubs and servant's tollet; large ch _,')=
;}: electrle lighting gas Hxtun Bas ;fl._.
:‘t; in kitehen and water heater in ce :";3

dome drop light in dining room; hot

water heat; hardwoed throughout Louse;
good lot=, 3
3 . In touch with both ear systems, In ..'.!"'
% a neighboirhood where property i= rapidly }_'
& ephancing in value. :%

MOORE & HILL Inc..:
% 717 14th St. N. W.

(ne%dqulrt.erl for Everyihing in Iteal Estate.)
e 12-80t
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We have no
houses for sale, having sold all.
we care to build at present, but
you are always welcome to in-
spect our sample houses.

Over a half-
hundred home buyers are wait-
ing until we can reproduce one
for them. Prices, $3,850,
$3,075.$4.750,$5.150and §5,500.

Take $th strest cars

one square east, or take
11th street cars to Park road, walk east, or

CALL AT 704 13TH ST.,
SHANNON & LUCHS,

and see the pletures of the bouses.

MIDDAUGH & SHANNON,

Inc.. Owner.

THE PEOPLE WHO BUILT BLOOMINGDALE.
Sample houses heated. Not open after dark.
“No place llke bome; no homes like ours.”

de28-tf

to Park rond, walk

- —

daily divine gervice from 9 to 10:30 o'clochk
each morning. After that they can do what
they please, and as they have a dozen court
carriages at their disposal for going driving
and two hoxes in the German Bohemian
theaters in Prague, they do not need to
suffer from ennui. The rules of the order

in no way forbid thelr visiting balls and
concerts. They live in a luxuriously fur-
nished castle in a magnificent park, and
as the funds of the order amount now Lo
millions of guilders they want for nothing.
The only lady who does not live in the

stift is the abbess, who has her apartments
in the royal palace at Prague. The mem-
bers of the order live in the stift till their
marriage or, if they remain unmarried, till
their death. In a few weeks' time the ab-
bess of the order, on whose flnger glitters
an episcopal ring, will exchange her crook
for the fan and her eccleslastical costuma
for the ball and dinner dresses of the im-
perial court.
Lord Amherst's Library.

The circulation of the catalogue of Lord
Ambherst's library has excited great interest
among book lovers and book buyers. The
disposal of the library has been intrusted
to Mr. Quaritch, who, no doubt, would pre-
fer to sell it en bloe, if he could find a pur-
chaser, rather than in detall. The library
contains a great number of rare and val-
uable beoks, including no fewer than scvens-
teen Caxtons. 1 fancy that some American
or colonial millionaire will buy up the whole
library, and, indeed, It is already rumored
that s wealthy Canadian magnate Is in
negotiation for it with a view of placing it
in the city of Montreal.

Of the noble serles of seventeen Caxtons,
valued at about £30,000, eleven are perfect,
notably the only known copy of the first
book printed In the English language. This
g the *““Troye,’ printed by Caxton at
Bruges about 1674. It belonged to Bryan
Fairfax, at whose sale in 1756 !t made
guineas, and afterward to the Earl of Jer-
sey, at the dispersal of whose collection in
1885 it brought £1 820, agalnsit a present
worth of perhaps £5,000. Early continental
printing is also splendidly represented. In-
deed, Lord Amherst has during the past
half century bought, irrespective of price,
books illustrative of the history of printing
and bookbinding from early times down to
1700. The bindings include one slgned by
Mary Ferrar of Little Gidding, royal bind-
ings of Henry VII, Edward VI, Elizabeth
and cther monarchs from Henry VIII to
James 1I, and a Caxton in its original state.

L. H. MOORE.

Dr. J. Hall Moore, one of the leading dent-
ists of Richmond. Va., dled at his homa
after a long and successful career. H¢
was seventy-five years of age.



